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royal presents under my protection to Madam.J After the
old man had done speaking, he expired in that very
assembly. The king, with all present, were astonished at
the event, and several persons immediately were despatched
to search for the individual described in. the above state-
ment of the old man ; and some time afterwards information
was brought to the king that the individual in question
was no other than Behrfim Ghubin, a commander and
noble prince of Rei, who had from the time of Naushirvan
and till the reign of Hormuz been Governor of Armenia
and of Azarbaijan, and who was distinguished among the
warriors of Persia by his bravery and perfect chivalry.
After due consultation with his councillors, Horrnuz ap-
pointed Behram Ghubin to be eommander-in-chief for the
war against the Khaqftn of China, whose name was Sawah
Shah.'

CAMPAIGN OF BE.HBAM GiiujtfN ACUINHT, AND VICTOKY
OVER, SAWAH SHAH; DEFECTION OF BKHHAM CutiBiN"
FROM HIS SOVEREIGN HORMUX, AND THE MISFORTUNES

OF THE LATTER.

Hormuz summoned Bohrarn Ghubin from Armenia, and
ordered Mm to collect an army numerous as locusts,
wherewith to march against Sawah Shah. Behram then
picked out twelve thousand celebrated warriors, who
were between forty and fifty years of age, and when
Hormuz asked whether he Intended with so small a number
to attack a man whose army consisted of three millions,
Behram's reply was that the disadvantages entailed by a
very largo army are greater than the profit; he also men-
tioned numerous generals who had with armies like his
own vanquished opponents commanding numberless hosts.

After Behram had performed great marches, and had
arrived in Khoraslin, Sawah Shah sent him letters in
which ho promised him money and honours if he agreed
to side with him, Behram, however, refused to become
a traitor, and a desultory war ensued, in which Behrlim